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Delegation builds knowledge, partnerships for world-class forest 
management in Minnesota

Preece joins initiative to envision more productive, 
higher-quality Minnesota forests

GRAND RAPIDS, Minn. (18 September, 2008) –While many of the state’s natural resources policy 
leaders convene around the topic of forest productivity, Kathleen Preece, coordinator of the Minnesota 
Forest Resources Partnership and a director on the Governor’s forest advisory council, the Minnesota 
Forest Resources Council, will be in the woods with them.  Preece accepted an invitation to participate in 
a series of forest productivity study tours convened by the Blandin Foundation through its Vital 
Forests/Vital Communities initiative this past year. The tours, which have taken place throughout 2008, 
will culminate in a visit to the forests of Sweden and Finland September 27-October 5.

Seeing the Forest AND the Trees: How to make the Most of Minnesota’s Woods brings together a cohort of 
40 natural resource leaders to experience, over one year, the challenges and opportunities of greater 
productivity in a variety of forest-dependent regions and countries.   

“Population, climate, and global economic swings all have contributed to greater demands on our 
forests,” said Bernadine Joselyn, director of public policy and engagement for the Blandin Foundation. 
“To sustain our forest-based economies and ecosystems, Minnesota leaders have identified the need to—
and opportunity to—do more with our forests.”   

Forest productivity was highlighted as a priority need for statewide focus in a 2007 assessment by the 
Governor’s Task Force on the Competitiveness of Minnesota’s Primary Forest Products Industry. 
Population growth in the state will near 1.3 million people by 2030, say state officials.  Once a wood 
exporter, the state now is a net importer.  And economic pressures to maximize value are leading to 
parcelization of working forest lands for homes and cabins, breaking up intact and economically and 
ecologically valuable forested lands.

“It is our hope that, through these first-hand tour experiences and close collaboration, we can turn the 
challenges facing forest managers in Minnesota into new opportunities to improve quality as well as 
quantity,” said Joselyn.  “It is very valuable to have Kathleen Preece in the field with us.  She will be a 
critical partner as innovations grow out of our learning.” 

Preece points out that the upcoming tour of Scandinavian forests will “provide a rich experience to those 
committed to the sustainable management and stewardship of our forests here in Minnesota.” Preece, who 
publishes a magazine for private forest landowners, says that as forest land ownership is changing, as are 
our ways of ‘doing business’ with all the amenities inherent in our woodlands.

“It is my hope that a shared vision for healthy and sustainable forests -  across private, state, national, and 
global boundaries - might be one result of the opportunities these tours are providing.” 



In addition to ongoing learning and collaboration, study tour participants are exposed to three distinct 
experiences with forest-dependent communities:

Aitkin County, Minnesota: On the southern edge of the pines’ range and in the heart of northern hardwood 
country, Aitkin County and UPM Blandin Paper Company have invested in innovations such as 
management by ecological classification and obtaining third-party certification to help meet quality and 
economic goals.

Thunder Bay, Ontario: Located in the heart of the boreal forest where large-scale fire disturbances and 
now clear-cuts are part of the natural landscape, Thunder Bay has been historically dependent on 
commodity building product and paper-making economies.  Facing dramatic swings in these markets, as 
well as massive “green” energy commitments that both generate demand for woody biomass and drive 
manufacturing costs, Ontario forest communities are working to reinvent themselves.  Province-wide 
responses, as demonstrated during the May 2008 study tour, include diversification, partnerships that 
leverage demand for green energy with the need for new economic outlets, and heavy investment in 
research and technology.

Finland and Sweden:  In Scandinavia, intensive, ecologically-based silvicultural practices generate more 
than double the outputs grown in Minnesota.  In the search to maximize quantity, these countries 
discovered it is best to strive for quality.  This 10-day tour in September/October 2008 will focus on how 
they harvest long-term economic, ecological and social health for industry and local communities.

Progress of the “Seeing the Forest AND the Trees” tour can be found at the Blandin Foundation’s web 
site (http://www.blandinfoundation.org) and at the Vital Forest/Vital Communities blog 
(http://vfvc.wordpress.com).

-END-

Attached: Photo— Kathleen Preece compares Minnesota to Ontario during the May 2008 study tour to 
Thunder Bay.  Roster of participants—see below.

For further information, contact:
Allison Rajala Ahcan
Director of Communications
Blandin Foundation
Phone 218-326-0523
Cell 218-259-2893
arahcan@blandinfoundation.org

Blandin Foundation
Blandin Foundation, Minnesota’s largest rural-based private foundation, is located in Grand Rapids,  
Minn.  Its mission is to strengthen rural Minnesota communities, especially the Grand Rapids area, 
through grants, leadership development programs and public policy initiatives.   

Vital Forests/Vital Communities is a multi-year initiative of the Blandin Foundation to strengthen and 
diversify Minnesota’s forest-based economy and promote the long-term health and sustainability of the 
forest resource that supports it.

Participants in one or more Study Tour activities:

http://vfvc.wordpress.com/
http://www.blandinfoundation.org/


Ms. Cheryl Adams 
Forest Ecologist
UPM-Blandin Paper Mill

Mr. Stefan Bergmann 
Executive Director
Great Lakes Forest Alliance, Inc.

Dr. James Bowyer 
Director, Responsible Materials Program
Dovetail Partners, Inc.

Mr. Wayne Brandt 
Executive Director
Minnesota Forest Industries

Ms. Sonia Cairns 
Moss Cairns
Blandin Foundation Consultant

Mr. Dave Chura 
Executive Director
Minnesota Logger Education Program

Ms. Lori Dowling 
Commissioner, District #1
Itasca County

Mr. Tom Duffus 
State Director, MN/WI
The Conservation Fund

Mr. Craig Engwall 
Regional Director
MN Dept of Natural Resources
Mr. Jerry Fallos 
Regional Outreach Director
Office of Senator Klobuchar

Ms. Kathryn Fernholz 
Executive Director
Dovetail Partners, Inc.

Mr. John Herman 
LCCMR Member
Faegre and Benson LLP

Mr. Jim Hoolihan 
President/CEO
Blandin Foundation

Mr. Mark Jacobs 
Land Commissioner



Aitkin County

Ms. Bernadine Joselyn 
Director of Public Policy & Engagement
Blandin Foundation

Dr. Michael Kilgore 
Associate Professor
U of MN Department of Forest Resources

Mr. Michael Lalich 
Director
Natural Resources Research Institute

Ms. Sandy Layman 
Commissioner
Iron Range Resources

Mr. Peter Makowski 
Office of James Oberstar

Mr. James Marshall 
Forest Resources Manager
UPM-Blandin Paper Mill

Mr. Brad Moore 
Commissioner
MN Pollution Control Agency

Mr. Steve Morse 
Executive Director
Minnesota Environmental Partnership

Mr. Eric Norberg 
Senior Vice President
Minnesota Power

Rep. James Oberstar 
US House of Representatives

Mr. Carlton Owen 
President & CEO
US Endowment for Forestry & Communities

Mr. Bob Owens 
Chairman/Owner
Owens Forest Products

Mr. Dave Parent 
Minnesota Forest Resources Council

Dr. F. Abel Ponce de Leon 
Sr. Associate Dean
U of MN College of Food, Agriculture and Natural Resource Sciences



Ms. Kathleen Preece 
Natural Resources Communications
BetterFORESTS Magazine

Mr. Jack Rajala 
President
Rajala Companies


